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 Minutes of Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District Meeting 

held at 10:00am on Friday 20 May 2016 

in the Council Chamber, Áras Chill Dara 

 

 

Members Present:   Councillor J Neville (Cathaoirleach) 

     Councillors K Byrne, B Caldwell, M Coleman, I Cussen, 

     A Larkin, B Young. 

 

    

Present: Mr P Minnock (District Manager), Ms E Wright (Senior 

Executive Officer), Mr J Deane and Mr C Buggie 

(Municipal District Engineers), Ms Ann Marie Conneely 

(Community and Enterprise Development Officer) , Mr B 

O'Gorman (Administrative Officer), Ms B Loughlin 

(Heritage Officer), Ms M McIvor and Ms M Dalton 

(Meetings Administrators), Ms A M Campbell (Secretary). 

 

 

The Cathaoirleach welcomed Mr Buggie to the meeting and together with the members 

congratulated him on his recent marriage. 

 

CL01/1605 

Minutes and progress report 

The members considered the minutes of the last municipal district meeting held on 15 April 

2016 together with the progress report. 

The minutes were approved subject to an amendment of item CL15/1604 “ In reply to 

Councillor Cussen’s query, Ms Corbett, informed the members that the grants were not 

inclusive of Local Property Tax funding”. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Neville, seconded by Councillor Byrne that the 

minutes be confirmed and taken as read. The progress report was noted. 
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Matters Arising 

Vacant Housing Report April 2016 

Councillor Cussen referred to the April meeting where a request was made for a report on 

the excessive time it was taking to bring two houses in Leixlip back into use (2012 and 2014 

respectively). She stated that the Progress Report was very brief and is not specific to these 

houses. Councillor Cussen asked for a more detailed report outlining the reasons including 

an answer on why one of these houses has remained vacant for four years. 

 

Provision of a private bus service in Leixlip (CL07/1510) 

Councillor Cussen stated her concern that if a private bus operator is omitted in error it could 

be construed that the municipal district of Kildare County Council is favouring some private 

firms over others. She stated that clarification is required on this issue. 

 

Outstanding signage issues at Esso Garage, Clane Road (CL14/1510) 

Councillor Cussen queried that when the council writes to the owner requesting that a stop 

sign be erected, and if the reply is positive, was it the council or the garage that would erect 

the sign. 

Mr Buggie stated that the sign should be erected by the garage. 

 

Request for a traffic survey on the Clane Road between the Shackleton Road Junction 

and the Esso Service Station (CL11/1510) 

Councillor Cussen asked that the reference to this item be amended to (CL11/1506) as the 

request for this traffic survey was made in June 2015 and the survey carried out in July.  

 

Deputation on behalf of the communities of Barrogstown and Kilmacredock 

(CL02/1604) 

Councillor Cussen requested that the members be notified of the date of this meeting. 

 

Public lights in Wolstan Haven (CL18/1604) 

Councillor Young stated that an amendment be made to this item as the sewerage problem 

is in Oldtown Mill.  He stated that the sewerage problem was occurring where three to four 

houses were coming into a junction and that he would get the precise house numbers from 

the residents and submit them to the Building Control section so that the matter could be 

investigated.  He wants to ensure that this problem is fixed by the builder before it would be 

taken in charge by Kildare County Council. 
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Removal of traffic solutions unit in Riverforest (CL14/1601) 

Councillor Caldwell asked for an update on this item. 

 

The recycle facility for North Kildare (CL26/1604) 

The members asked that their suggestion of the existing site be taken into consideration and 

that a report be prepared for the next meeting on the viability of this location as the recycle 

facility site. 

 

Speed warnings at Confey cemetery (CL20/1603) 

In reply to Councillor Neville's query as to when the signs would be installed and also when a 

review would take place, the Municipal District Engineer confirmed that the signs were 

ordered and that they would be installed in four to six weeks and that he would inform the 

members when he had a date for the review. 

 

Update on the extension to Confey cemetery (CL14/1507) 

Councillor Neville asked for an update on a location where ashes could be stored in Confey 

cemetery. 

 

At this stage of the meeting Ms M Dalton left the chamber and Ms M McIvor replaced her as 

Meetings Administrator. 

 

CL02/1605 

Schedule of Municipal District Works 

The Municipal District Engineer gave a report on the schedule of municipal district works.  

He stated that re-surfacing works were to begin the following week on Kellystown Lane in 

Leixlip. These works would start on Monday 23 May 2016 and road closure would be in 

place until Friday 27 May 2016 between 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

He stated that there were some minor works on footpaths and roadways to be carried out 

also but that they would be delayed until the schools are closed. 

Councillor Larkin enquired about a pedestrian crossing at Easton Road. 

Mr Buggie confirmed that money was allocated for Easton Road to include a pedestrian 

crossing and that this was part of the schedule of municipal district works. 
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CL03/1605 

Royal Canal Greenway between Maynooth and Confey 

Mr Deane stated that there were delays in producing this report and that this matter could be 

deferred or a special meeting could be arranged due to the final planning report being made 

available. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Larkin and seconded by Councillor Caldwell it was 

agreed to have a special meeting when the planning report is available. 

 

CL04/1605 

Yield/stop sign at junction Avondale/Newtown Park 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Caldwell 

That the council put a yield/stop sign at junction with Avondale/Newtown park.    

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Caldwell and seconded by Councillor Neville 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that Kildare County Council will assess the traffic movements and 

volumes at this junction and if deemed required a stop sign will be installed.  

 

Councillor Caldwell stated that this was a very dangerous junction as there was a doctor’s 

surgery on one side and a busy estate on the other and that it needed either a yield sign or a 

stop sign. Councillor Neville suggested that maybe there was a need for a white line as he 

had seen an incident at that location. 

 

Mr Buggie stated that the roads section would not generally put a stop sign there but as 

there are two estates exiting at this junction he would erect a stop sign there. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Caldwell and seconded by Councillor Neville the 

Municipal District Engineer undertook to erect a stop sign at the junction with 

Avondale/Newtown Park. 

 

CL05/1605 

Direction signs for Saint Catherines Park 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Caldwell 

That the council place more direction signs in Leixlip for Saint Catherines Park.   
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Caldwell and seconded by Councillor Neville 

 

Councillor Caldwell stated that he had spoken with the Parks Superintendent on this matter 

and that the report be noted. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Caldwell and seconded by Councillor Neville that the 

report be noted. 

 

CL06/1605 

Left turn lane at traffic lights at junction of Aghards/Maynooth Road 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Byrne 

That a portion of the grass margin be removed to create a left turn lane at the traffic lights at 

the junction of the Aghards/Maynooth Road (this lane was previously in existence when the 

traffic lights were erected). 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Byrne and seconded by Councillor  Caldwell 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the installation of a new signalised arrangement at this junction 

was completed recently. There are no plans to increase  the width of the carriageway on the 

minor road approach to this junction. The junction was designed in accordance with the 

mandatory Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (DMURS) published by the 

Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and the Department of the Environment, 

Community and Local Government. 

 

Councillor Byrne stated that with the two new housing estates the traffic has increased 

significantly and that there are huge backlogs of traffic, back to Aghards. He queried that if 

the left turn lane was previously in existence why did the council have to design it in 

accordance with the Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets (DMURS). 

Mr Deane stated that this junction was a Part VIII and that the members needed to query this 

with the Traffic Department.  He said that there was extensive investigation done for this 

junction and that it was considered to be working well and that it would be monitored. 

Councillor Byrne stated that it took a half an hour to get from Saint Raphaels Manor to the 

Salesian School in the mornings.  Councillor Cussen stated that there were still problems 

due to the huge build up of traffic at this junction and that the Maxol Garage was adding to it 

because of traffic exiting and entering the garage and that these delays were causing 
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problems for the residents in this area.  Councillor Coleman stated that the left-turn lane did 

work and that there was still room for it there. Councillor Young supported Councillor Byrne’s 

motion and said that between 8.30 a.m. and 9.00 p.m. most of the traffic was going to the 

motorway and that there was a call for this filter lane. 

 

Mr Deane said that there had been a lot of discussion about this junction in 2014.  He stated  

that the junction caused problems for pedestrians and that it was done for safety reasons.  

 

On the question raised by Councillor Larkin on how this matter could be progressed Mr 

Deane suggested a meeting with the Traffic Department. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Byrne and seconded by Councillor Caldwell that a 

meeting be arranged with the members and the Traffic Department. 

 

CL07/1605 

Repairs to footpath at Allied Irish Bank 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Larkin 

That repairs to footpath at Allied Irish Bank, Main Street Leixlip be carried out. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Larkin and seconded by Councillor Caldwell 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this has been added to the Overseer’s list of work and will be 

attended to in the coming weeks. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Larkin and seconded by Councillor Caldwell that the 

report be noted. 

 

CL08/1605 

Pedestrian crossing on Church Road 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Coleman 

That a pedestrian crossing be installed on Church Road to ensure safe access for 

pedestrians visiting Tea Lane Graveyard and St John of God Services? This is of paramount 

importance due to the number of people crossing the road in this area, personnel of St. John 

of God Services and due to increased tourism and a greater number of people using the 

facilities provided in Tea Lane. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Coleman and seconded by Councillor Neville 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that there is no funding available for new signalised pedestrian 

crossings in the county. The council continues to receive requests for crossings on both 

regional and local roads in the county. The need for a crossing must be warranted in line 

with best practice. The initial capital cost and future maintenance costs must also be 

considered. 

 

Councillor Coleman stated that there was a great need for a pedestrian crossing here for 

safety reasons and because of the dangerous bend.  He stated that it was needed to ensure 

that people crossed at a safe point on the road.  

In reply to Councillor Larkin's query as to how much of the budget would a pedestrian 

crossing cost, Mr Deane confirmed that it would cost €25,000. 

Resolved on the proposal by Councillor Coleman and seconded by Councillor Neville that a 

pedestrian crossing on Church Road be put as a priority on council's list. 

 

CL09/1605 

Repairs to wall at the entrance to Celbridge 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Coleman 

That the wall be repaired at the entrance to Celbridge on the Lucan Road after Applegreen. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Coleman and seconded by Councillor Caldwell 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this is a boundary wall and the responsibility to repair remains 

with the landowner. 

A discussion ensued among the members on this matter and it was queried as how to 

progress this issue. 

Mr Deane stated that he would write to the landowner. 

Resolved on the proposal by Councillor Coleman and seconded by Councillor Caldwell that 

a letter be sent to the landowner requesting that repairs be carried out to the boundary wall. 
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CL10/1605 

Speeding review for the county 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Neville 

That the council do a speeding review for the county and could the area at Confey Church 

be reduced to 30km.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Neville and seconded by Councillor Larkin 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the speed review for the county will include examination of 

speeds in the vicinity of Confey Church. 

 

Councillor Neville stated that the speed of traffic at this location at the moment was in the 

high forties just under the speed limit.  He said that when the review was done that the area 

at Confey Church needed to be looked at and if possible the speed limit reduced as there 

were numerous exits and entrances on this road. 

Councillor Caldwell stated that he did not agree with reducing the speed limit at this location 

as there had been speed warning signs installed and that in his opinion it was not an overly 

dangerous area. He stated that he would be reluctant to have the speed limits reduced as it 

would inversely impact on people who drive in the area.  

Councillor Cussen stated that she supported Councillor Neville’s motion and that other 

area’s had reduced their speed limit and that if it could be reduced and enforced around the 

church and school she said that it would encourage good behaviour.  Councillor Coleman 

supported the motion as he stated that there was a need for a reduction in speed there. 

Councillor Young also supported the motion and he stated that drivers needed to slow down 

in areas where there were many pedestrians around estates, shops and especially at school 

times. 

Mr  Buggie stated that maybe a speed limit of 30 kmph at school times could be looked at. 

Councillor Neville said that it would be a start to have the speed limit reduced at school times 

but he thought that it would be required at all times in this area as there were also elderly 

and people with disabilities to consider. 

 

In reply to Councillor Larkin's query as to when the review would take place, Ms Wright 

informed the members that the review had not commenced as yet but that it was under 
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discussion and that she did not have a commencement date. She said that she would inform 

the members when the review would take place. 

Councillor Caldwell asked for a report from the Gardai on traffic accidents in the last ten 

years. 

Ms Wright undertook to write to An Garda Síochána to request a traffic report. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Neville and seconded by Councillor Larkin that Ms  

Wright would send a letter to An Garda Síochána requesting a traffic report on accidents in 

the municipal district in the last ten years and provide the members with a commencement 

date for the review. 

 

CL11/1605 

Cleaning of the Rye River 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Neville 

That the stretch of the Rye river from the Ryevale Nursing Home to behind the Courtyard 

Hotel be included for river cleaning as soon as possible. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Neville and seconded by Councillor Caldwell 

 

A report was received from the Environment Department informing the members that the list 

of rivers and drainage channels for cleaning is currently being compiled.  Inclusion on the list 

will depend on environmental constraints.  The environment department are currently in the 

process of procuring environmental consultants to prepare a Natura Impact Statement to 

identify and where possible mitigate against these constraints.  Once completed, they will be 

able to finalise the river and drainage channel cleaning programme. 

 

Councillor Neville stated that the location that needed cleaning was where the Rye river and 

the Liffey river merge.  He said that it looked unattractive and needed to be reviewed and 

work carried out.  Councillor Caldwell stated that the Salmon Leap was a tourist attraction 

and that the area was allowed to grow wild.  He said that there was a tree sticking up in the 

river and that all the trees were overgrown and needed maintenance, he stated that it was 

not possible to view the Castle and the Dam from the car park due to the area being 

overgrown and let grow wild.  

Councillor Cussen agreed with the need for maintenance in the area at the back of Abbey 

Farm and the Liffey which has overgrown trees also. 
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Neville and seconded by Councillor Caldwell that the 

report be noted. 

 

CL12/1605 

Resurface of the area around Rye Bridge 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Caldwell 

Can the council resurface the area around the Rye Bridge and the entrance into St. Marys 

Park? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the municipal district office will carry out routine maintenance at 

these locations. However, the roads will not be resurfaced as funding is not available under 

the Restoration Improvement Works 2016. 

 

Councillor Caldwell stated that the road was very dangerous from the Church down to the 

town as it had a non-skid surface originally but now it was no longer non-skid and has 

become very slippery. 

Mr  Buggie agreed to review the road surface at this location. 

Resolved that the Municipal District Engineer would review this location for resurfacing. 

 

CL13/1605 

Provision of extra buses by Dublin Bus 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Caldwell 

Can we ask Dublin Bus to provide more 66x buses from Beach Park, an early morning and 

evening service, and write to Dublin Bus Management ask them to attend our June/July  

municipal district meeting? 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that subject to the agreement of the members, a letter of invitation 

would be sent to Dublin Bus to attend the next municipal district meeting and to address the 

issue of additional buses on the 66 route.  

Resolved that the Roads Department issue a letter inviting Dublin Bus to attend the next 

municipal district meeting. 
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CL14/1605 

Unfinished footpath Ardclough Village/Wheatfield Cottages 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Byrne 

What is the present state of the unfinished section of the footpath between Ardclough Village 

and Wheatfield Cottages and what is the completion date of this important piece of 

infrastructure? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that Kildare County Council is in discussion with the landowner with 

a view to reaching an agreement on completing the footpath. An update will be provided to 

the members on the outcome of these discussions. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

CL15/1605 

Broken fence at corner of Oldtown Mill Estate 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Byrne 

Could the council secure the broken fence at the corner of Oldtown Mill Estate and Thornhill 

Heights Celbridge which is being used as an unauthorised pedestrian route and is leading to 

anti-social behaviour? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this will be investigated and any repairs required will be 

completed in the coming weeks. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

CL16/1605 

Pole without signage at exit from Wolstan Haven 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Cussen 

There is a pole with no signage at the exit from Wolstan Haven Celbridge.  Can it be 

ascertained what signage was previously there and then have it replaced? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this estate is not in charge of Kildare County Council. 
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Councillor Cussen asked that if the Residents Association would like to query signage or 

removal of this pole who could they apply to. 

Mr Buggie informed the members that the Residents Association should direct their query to 

Development Control in the Planning Department. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

CL17/1605 

Repair of footpath at Abbey Green 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Cussen 

Can the footpath at Abbey Green, Abbey Farm, Celbridge be repaired? (The piece at the 

third entrance on the right hand side heading up into the estate on Abbey Green). 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this footpath will be inspected and any repairs required will be 

added to the Overseer’s task list for attention in the coming weeks. 

 

Councillor Cussen acknowledged that this work has since been completed. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

CL18/1605 

Traffic calming ramps on the Clane Road 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Coleman 

Based on traffic survey results can traffic calming ramps be installed on the Clane Road in   

the area of Abbeyfarm/Esso? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that the current funding for traffic calming in the municipal district is 

not sufficient to meet this request. There have been a number of areas requesting traffic 

calming and these will be prioritised when funding becomes available. 

 

Resolved that the report be noted. 
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CL19/1605 

Repair and resurface between St. Patricks Park and Library 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Coleman 

Can the cobble path be repaired and the road resurfaced between no. 922 St Patrick's Park 

and the Library? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this footpath will be inspected and any repairs required will be 

added to the Overseer’s task list for attention in the coming weeks. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

CL20/1605 

Resurface of road between Leixlip GAA and entrance to Castletown 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Neville 

Could the road between Leixlip GAA club to the entrance to Castletown be resurfaced and 

also reviewed for safety. Also could the ramp near Castletown entrance/exit be reviewed to 

ensure it’s in the correct location? 

 

A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this section of road is included in the Restoration Improvement 

Programme 2016 and will be resurfacing during the summer months. The ramp location will 

be reviewed as part of the works. 

 

Councillor Neville asked that the location of the ramp be reviewed as he considered if it was 

closer to the exit it would ensure that the traffic speed would reduce there. 

Mr Buggie confirmed that the positioning of the ramp at Castletown would be checked when 

the review took place. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

CL21/1605 

Funding for safety solution at Glen Easton 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Neville 

Will the Council be in a position to give funding along with the Local Property Tax (LPT) 

money to put in a full safety solution at the Glen Easton exit/general area? 
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A report was received from the Roads, Transportation and Public Safety Department 

informing the members that this issue will be examined and an update provided at the June 

municipal district meeting. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 

 

CL22/1605 

Community Heritage Grant Scheme grant allocation for Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal 

District 

The members considered the Community Heritage Grant Scheme grant allocation for the 

Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District. 

Ms  Loughlin stated that they had received fifty four applications and that fifty three had 

qualified. She stated that it was a criteria of the allocation that the applicant return a report 

on their project and that she will have the reports when they are returned if the members 

would like to call in and have a look at them. 

Councillor Larkin said that it was great to see such diversity in the grants and it was a tribute 

to the work being done by the Heritage section and he complimented Ms Loughlin on the 

work being done. 

Councillor Cussen, Coleman and Neville offered their gratitude to Ms Loughlin for all the 

hard work and effort that had gone into compiling the grants. 

Resolved on the proposal by Councillor Larkin, seconded by Councillor Neville and agreed 

by the members that the Community Heritage Grant Scheme grant allocation for the 

Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District for 2016 be adopted. 

 

CL23/1605 

Community and Festival grants for the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District 

The members considered the Community and Festival grants for the Celbridge-Leixlip 

Municipal District. 

Ms Conneely reported that there were forty one applications. Thirty of those were funded by  

Local Property Tax (LPT) amounting to €46,600 of which three were returned to groups for 

issues with their applications, eight were Community and six were Festival. 

Councillor Caldwell stated that anyone receiving these grants would be very happy with them 

and said that it was a great job. He stated that he would like to thank Kildare County Council 

for the €10,000 for the Leixlip Festival on behalf of the committee. 
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Councillor Cussen said well done and that it was great to see that so many had applied and 

the only pity was that more groups had not made an application. She asked if  there was any 

more money left that maybe other groups could apply for. 

Ms Conneely stated that the €3,400 remaining of the LPT allocation would be used to cover 

the three groups who would return their corrected application forms and that there was no 

more money remaining. 

Councillor Young offered his congratulations to Ms. Conneely on a job well done.  He stated 

that the members had worked hard to make people aware of the grants available and that 

they would continue this for future grants. 

Ms Conneely informed the members that there was a low take up in the Celbridge-Leixlip 

Municipal District compared to the other municipal districts and encouragement should be 

given to groups representing older people and people with disabilities so that they could be 

aware of the next scheme. 

Councillors Larkin said that it created a positive spin on LPT to see the money used in local 

communities. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Neville, seconded by Councillor Caldwell and agreed 

by the members that the Community and Festival grants for the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal 

District for 2016 be adopted. 

 

CL24/1605 

Venue for the next Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District meeting 

Councillor Neville stated that he was aware that he had not submitted it as an item for the 

agenda but if possible could the next municipal district meeting be held in Celbridge-Leixlip 

area where people from Celbridge-Leixlip and the Tidy Towns could attend. 

Ms McIvor stated that a meeting outside Kildare County Council’s building was provided for 

in the Standing Orders. 

A discussion ensued among the members on the location of the meeting and it was decided 

that Castletown House would be the venue. 

Resolved on the agreement of all the members that the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District 

meeting of the 17 June 2016 be held in Castletown House. 

 

CL25/1605 

North Kildare Swimming Pool 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Larkin 

Can we have update on the North Kildare swimming pool progress? 
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A report was received from the Planning Department informing the members that the council 

are awaiting a response from the Department to the submissions made by Kildare County 

Council in association with Maynooth University. 

 

Councillor Larkin stated that he thought it was a good time to follow up on this as the 

Taoiseach had recently allocated funding for three swimming pools in Lucan, Castlebar and  

Dublin. He stated that he would not want the public misled into thinking that there would be a 

pool in Leixlip in addition to the college and Lucan.  He said that he knew that the District 

Manager had worked very hard on this and he asked that the members consider writing to 

the Minister for Sports and requesting a deputation to meet him. 

Mr Minnock stated that there had been discussions with the members and the Department 

and that a submission was made to the Department in February. He stated that a request 

was made to include the construction of a new swimming pool in Maynooth to service North 

Kildare in the programme of funding. He stated that in his opinion the joint proposition with 

Maynooth University stood the greatest chance of success. It was proposed to have three 

pools covering Kildare, one covering north Kildare in Maynooth, one covering the south in 

Athy and one in the middle in Naas.  He advised the members to copy the North Kildare 

members of the Oireachtas in addition when requesting the deputation. 

A discussion ensued among the members and it was agreed to seek a deputation with the 

Junior Minister for Sport and copy the members of the Oireachtas for North Kildare. 

Resolved that the members seek a deputation with the Junior Minister for Sport and copy 

the request to the Kildare North members of the Oireachtas. 

 

CL26/1605 

Building of social units in Celbridge 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Byrne 

Given the serious housing shortage in Celbridge as demonstrated by the reports to my 

motions at the last municipal district meeting that it is agreed that serious priority be given to 

the building of social units in Celbridge 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Byrne and seconded by Councillor Caldwell 

 

A report was received from the Housing Department informing the members that as 

previously advised, the land owned by the council in the municipal district area is problematic 

with respect to zoning, site conditions or the availability of services.  The council has 
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engaged with National Asset Management Agency (NAMA) with respect to two particular 

sites and discussions are ongoing.    Drawings are being prepared for infill housing in 

Newtown House and will be submitted to the Department for Stage 1 approval, which is an 

agreement in principle.  The council will explore other sites which may offer potential. 

 

Councillor Byrne stated that there was a shortage of suitable one-bedroom units and he 

implored that something would be done as soon as possible. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Byrne and seconded by Councillor Caldwell that the 

report be noted. 

 

CL27/1605 

Selection of Cathaoirleach/Leas Cathaoirleach 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Cussen 

That the members of Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District develop and adopt a protocol that 

will be fair, open and transparent for the selection of the Cathaoirleach/Leas-Cathaoirleach, 

for example it could be based on the First Preferences Received, and to have this process 

immediately implemented. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Cussen and seconded by Councillor Byrne 

 

Councillor Cussen enquired if there was a plan already in place for five years as to who was 

going to take the position of Cathaoirleach and Leas/Cathaoirleach as she had heard there 

was and asked that there be a fair and democratic selection process.  Councillor Byrne 

suggested that the names be drawn from a hat and Councillor Cussen agreed with this. 

Ms McIvor referred to the Local Government Act 2001 and the Reform of 2014 on how the 

election of the Cathaoirleach and Leas Cathaoirleach was clearly set down. 

Councillor Cussen enquired if anyone knew of an arrangement in place or was a 

conversation had as to who was to be Cathaoirleach over the remaining years of the 

committee. Councillor Neville stated that he knew of no pre-arrangement. Councillor Larkin 

stated that he did not agree with putting the names into a hat and that he would encourage 

anyone who wanted to put their name forward and it was democratically correct to a majority 

make the decision. He would like to see the process continue as is. 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Cussen and seconded by Councillor Byrne that the 

report be noted. 
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CL28/1605 

Roll out of fibre broadband in Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Larkin 

Can we get a report from eir on the roll out of fibre broadband in the Celbridge-Leixlip 

municipal District and in particular the rural areas? 

 

A report was received from Corporate Services Department informing the members of the 

reply from eir. 

 

Councillor Larkin acknowledged the swift reply from eir.  He stated that it was a good report 

and that it was good to see progress in the rural areas.  He said that in some areas such as 

Garrettstown and Confey the broadband was very poor and there were also areas in 

Celbridge with very poor broadband also.  He stated that Broadband was now an essential 

part of living for business, exams etc. 

He asked the members to access the website address and to write and put pressure on eir 

to install cabinets in areas that are lacking a broadband service in the municipal district. 

Resolved that the report be noted. 


